West Virginia Social Studies

Civics

Civics 1

Be aware of the importance of informed citizens who actively participate in the
preservation and improvement of American government through community
service and service-learning (e.g., individual service projects, patriotic events,
mock trials, group initiatives, community volunteerism). ss.c.1

Explore social contracts and the establishment of the rule of law, and evaluate
how the balance (or relationship) between limited government and the rule of law
protect individual rights. ss.c.2

Demonstrate that the purpose of American government is the protection of
personal, political and economic rights of citizens as evidenced by the Declaration
of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, Constitutional Amendments, and the
ideas of those involved in the establishment of American government. ss.c.3

Consider factors that subvert liberty (including lack of education, voter apathy,
disenfranchisement, civil inequalities, economic issues, loss of public trust, and
misuse of government power), then collaborate, compromise, and by consensus,
create a model that informed citizens can use to defend and perpetuate the
American Republic. ss.c.4

Examine and analyze the contributing factors to the drafting of the Declaration of
Independence and the U.S. Constitution. ss.c.5

1 Leaders and philosophers (e.g., John Locke, James Madison, Thomas Jefferson
John Adams, and Natural Rights philosophy). ss.c.5.1

2 Events (e.g., Glorious Revolution, Reformation, and Enlightenment) ss.c.5.2
3 Documents (e.g., English Bill of Rights, Petition of Right, and Magna Carta) ss.c.5.3

4 Classical periods (e.g., eras of Greece, Rome, and Classical
Republicanism). ss.c.5.4

5 Principles (e.g., popular sovereignty, federalism, limited government, separation of
powers, checks and balances, civil liberties, rule of law, republicanism, and
Constitutional principles). ss.c.5.5

6 Judeo-Christian influence. ss.c.5.6
Examine the compromises of the Constitutional Convention and how those

decisions were characterized in the Federalist and the Anti-Federalist
papers. ss.c.6
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Evaluate the elements in the U.S. Constitution that make it a living document with
democratic principles that are modified and expanded to meet the changing needs
of society. ss.c.7

Investigate the system of government created by the Preamble, Seven Articles,
the Bill of Rights, and other Amendments of the U.S. Constitution to evaluate how
the framework for American society is provided. ss.c.s

Analyze how the U.S. Constitution defines federalism and outlines a structure for

the United States government. ss.c.o

Analyze the protection of liberties in the Bill of Rights and their expansion
through judicial review and the gradual incorporation of those rights by the
Fourteenth Amendment. ss.c.10

Analyze how the freedoms of speech and press in a democratic society enable
citizens to develop informed opinions, express their views, shape public policy,
and monitor government actions. ss.c.11

Determine how conflicts between the rights of citizens and society’s need for
order can be resolved while preserving both liberty and safety. ss.c.12

Compare and contrast the original and appellate jurisdictions of local, state, and
national judicial systems to show how America’s court system addresses criminal
and civil cases. ss.c.13

Apply the concepts of legal precedent through past and present landmark
Supreme Court cases, interpretations of the U.S. Constitution by the Supreme
Court and the impact of these decisions on American society. ss.c.14

Develop an understanding of the American legal system through examining
existing ordinances, statutes and Federal Acts, exploring the differences between
criminal and civil law, and determining the legal obligations and liabilities of
American citizenship. ss.c.15

Critique the evolution of the two-party system in the United States, evaluate how
society and political parties have changed over time and analyze how political
parties function today. ss.c.15

Examine the influence of the media on public opinion and on the decisions of
elected officials and the bureaucracy. ss.c.17

1 Biasinreporting and editorials. ss.c.17.1

2 Push-pull polls and selective reporting of citizen opinions. ss.c.17.2

3 Advertising and campaign ads. ss.c.17.3

4 Reporting news out of context. ss.c.17.4

Investigate the impact that special interest groups have on shaping public policy
at local, state, and national levels. ss.c.18
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Assess how factors such as campaign finance, participation of the electorate, and
demographic factors influence the outcome of elections. ss.c.19

Examine how decisions and policies of state and local government impact the
lives of citizens, such as local issues and problems, structure of local government
(e.g., differences in incorporation, providing public services and mayoral styles),
zoning and annexation, land use and urban sprawl, and ordinances and
jurisdiction. ss.c.20

Explore cooperation, competition, and conflict among nations through
organizations, agreements and protocols, political acts, and other exchanges,
such as the United Nations, international treaties and terrorism, to evaluate
potential solutions to global issues. ss.c.21

Compare and contrast the values, ideals, and principles that are the foundation
of a democratic republic and the role citizens play in a constitutional democracy,
to the theories and practices of non-democratic governments (e.g., socialism
found in communism and nationalism found in fascism). ss.c.22

Examine how the First Amendment provides for freedom of religion and examine
the following: ss.c.23

1 Free Exercise Clause. ss.c.23.1

2 Establishment Clause. ss.c.23.2

Develop an understanding of how the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth
Amendments provide citizens with legal protections/defendants’ rights. ss.c.24

Develop an understanding of how the Fourteenth Amendment provides for equal
protection and due process. ss.c.25

Examine the opportunity costs in ever-present scarcity for individuals,
businesses, and societies to understand how to make choices when facing
unlimited wants with limited resources. ss.c.26

Debate an effective allocation of the factors of production that encourages
healthy economic growth and sustainability while curbing environmental abuses
in the global community. ss.c.27

Explain how supply and demand affects prices, profits, and availability of goods
and services. ss.c.2s

Describe how households, businesses, and government interact in a free-market
economy. ss.c.29

Identify economic influences that impact business climate on the local, regional,
and global level. ss.c.z0



31 Track the evolution of currency throughout history to facilitate the exchange of
goods and services. ss.c.31

Geography 32 Use census data and public records to identify patterns of change and continuity
to understand the impact of the following on society. ss.c.z2

1 Zoning ss.c.32.1
2 Migration ss.c.32.2
3 Ethnicity ss.c.32.3
4 Income ss.c.32.4

5 Gender Differences ss.c.32.5

[¢)]

Age Differences ss.c.32.6

7 Education ss.c.32.7

(o]

Voting Behavior ss.c.32.8

[Ce}

Family Structure ss.c.32.9
33 Conduct research using demographic data to interpret, debate, and evaluate the
geopolitical implications of a variety of global issues. ss.c.33
1 Environment and Environmental Protection ss.c.33.1
2 Political and Cultural Boundaries ss.c.33.2
3 Women’s Rights ss.c.33.3
4 Cultural Diversity and Assimilation ss.c.33.4

5 Religion ss.c.33.5

(o3}

Standard of Living ss.c.33.6

34 Analyze the role of sustainable development in the lives of 21st Century citizens
(e.g. renewable energy, recycling, reusing, land use policy, ocean management
and energy policy) to balance healthy economic growth with environmental
protection. ss.c.z4

35 Analyze the consequences of human and environmental interaction using
geographic information systems. ss.c.35

36 Explore various routes of personal travel and topography using geographic
information systems. ss.c.z6



37 Compare and contrast the factors of development for developed and developing
countries, including the causes and implications of the following: ss.c.37

1 population (including migration, immigration, birth rate, and life
expectancy); ss.c.37.1

2 natural resources and environmental protection; ss.c.37.2

3 income, industry, trade, and Gross Domestic Product; ss.c.37.3
4 climate and geographic conditions; ss.c.37.4

5 cultural and social factors; ss.c.37.5

6 political management, legal system, and stability; ss.c.37.6

~

educational opportunities; and ss.c.37.7

8 standard of living. ss.c.37.8



